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HE Author was willing to have this 
T Diſcourſe made public k, that in theſe 
remote Parts it might either beget in 
others the ſame Aﬀettion wheremith it was 
deliver d ; Or, ſpeak for it ſelf to thaſe 
Hearers who were not ſatufied with it, 
and who bave repreſented it worſe than it 
deſerves. There's no need to make it an 
Excuſe, that a very ſbort Time was al- 
low'd for this Meditation, becauſe, for the 
moſt part, it was very well received by the 
Audience: And the Mayor and Corpora= 
tion, who made the Day as Sulemn as 
poſſible, could not but accept favourably, a 
Diſcourſe occaſiond by the Expreſſions of 
their Loyalty, and conducing to the in- 


creaſe of it. 


* 


A 2 


Isa1an XLIXT 23. 


And Kings ſball be thy Nurſing-Fathers, 
and their Qutens thy Nurſing- IH 
thers, &C. 


der ſeveral Reigns: And, according to 
Jewiſh Tradition, this laſt Part of his Pro- 
pheſics was under Maneſ/eh, by whom he was 
ſawn aſunder, and ſo put to a cruel death. 
At that time the Jewiſh Church was in a very 
deplorable ſtate. Not only the Jen Tribes were 
fallen from the Houſe of David, but had been 
carried away Captive, by the Kings of Babylon: 
And the Deſtruction of Judah drew near. The 
Wickedneſs and Impieties of Maneſſeh's Reign 
had ſo provok'd the Juſtice of Heaven, that 


I: is certain that our Prophet propheſicd un- 


Jeruſalem was to be deſtroyed, and the Temple 


of God, which had been fo highly deſpis d and 
polluted, conſumed to Aſhes. In this ſad Con- 


dition the Prophet, to encourage the Picty and 
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Perſeverance of thoſe that ſtill durſt own the 
Worſhip of the God of Iſrael, and adhere un-- > 
to him, foretels the Times of the Goſpel, when | 
God would repair the Breaches of his Sion, and 
cxalt it higher than cver it had been. ——_— 
It was then common ſo to do with Gods 
Meſſengers; to comfort thoſe that mourned 
for the prevailing Iniquities and Corruptions of © 
times of Diſtreſs, to bring Promiſes of the Meſ- i 
ſiah, who ſhould be a Saviour to thoſe that re- 


mained Faithful, and waited for the Salvation 
. of God. 8 

So in the 7th of this Prophecy, when Rezin 
King of Siria, and Pekah King of Iſrael, were 


| 
confederate and marching againſt 4% King 
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of Judah, and his heart was moved, and the heart 
of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved 
with the wind, Verſe 2. then was Iſaiah ſent wth MK 

| aſſurance of Divine Protection, by giving to Fe © © 
raſalem the great Sign of Divine Fayour, That 

is, by renewing the Pronyſe of the Meffiah ; © 
That a Virgin ſhould be with Child and bring 
forth chat bleſſed Immanuel! that ſhould be the 
Dcliverer of God's People. 
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At this very time, there was great need of 
ſuch Conſolations; Violence and Impicty were 
come to a great height under irreligious Ma- 
naſſelw: And the Deſolation of Jeruſalem was 
decreed and drawing on; when God would be 
Z revenged of a perverſe Nation, that had been 
© fo incorrigible and ſo ungrateful. 
Long before, indecd, a Prophet had given the 
Jews the Promiſe of Jom; a very pious Prince, 
who, though of the Blood of this wicked Ma- 
naſſeh, did, ſoon after Iſatah's time, reſtore the 
Worſhip of God to its ancient Glory and Puri- 
ty: And ſo might be one of the Nurſing Fa- 
thers meant here in the Text. But, no doubt, 
it looks much further; not only to Cyrus, whom 
by Name, Iſaiah foretold ſhould reſtore the Cap- 
tivity of Judah, and ſay to Feruſalem, Thou ſhalt 
be built; and to the Temple, Thy foundation ſhall. 
be laid, Iſaiah 44. 28. but was to be fulfilled 
chiefly under the Meſſiah ; who ſhould not on- 
ly raife up the Tribes of Jacob, and reſtore the 
preſerved of Iſrae/ ; But ſhould alſo be a Light 
to the Gentiles, and be the Salvation of God, to 
the End of the Earth; as our Prophet ſpeaks, +, 
ver. 7. of this Chapter. _ 


ur 
= N 
MM 
. 
* ir” 
1 
N * 
. So 
* * 
E 
2 4 
* 
KY 
oy I * 
* * 
.  _— , 
3 
Te . 
he 2 + 
5 F 
4 FF +0 
"'£ . 
2 4 
by 
F * = 
We 1 
29 4 
- 
= . 
* ; 
- \ 
- # 
7 * 
4 v1 
S « 
"= 


, r 4 
.. I 2 2 . 2 8 
rr 


This 


1 


* 


* 
- * 4 _— = Fe © 


ä te ct — ——— 
—— err OI ——_— 0 


* 


— = 
5 — . — — — L 
4 . — 
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This Prophecy therefore, hath a further Pro- 
ſpect chan thoſe ancient Princes, who were grea- 
reſt Friends and Benefactors to the Jewiſh State. 
And we ſhall ſufficiently apprehend the Import 


of it, as far as the Occaſion of our preſent 
mecting requires, by conſidering, | 


— 


Firſt, To whom here the Prophet ſpeaks. 
And, 31 


Secondly, Of whom he ſpeaks: 


"41 


Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and their 
Queens thy nurſing Mothers. IG 


In anſwer to the firſt ; I ſay, that plainly, this 
is ſpoken to the Chriſtian Church, and can be- 
long to none elſe. All theſe latter Chapters of 
the Book of 1ſaiah, belong properly to the Go- 
ſpel-times: This, particularly, points out to our 7 
Saviour. By whom God made the Iſles, and | 
the People afar off to hear his Voice; by whom 
the dark Corners of the Earth received Light; 
and to whom, deſpiſed as he was, Kings and 
Prinees pay che greateſt Honour, as was here 
propheſied. Vinos C10 20) 25 9 
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The wonderful Enlargement of the Church, 
from what it was under ungodly and perſecuting 
Rulers ; or, under the Captivity of Babylon; or, 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalem by Titus : I ſay, 
the glorious Change here foretold, can be re- 
ferr d to none but Goſpel Times. The Pro- 
phet here repreſents the Jewiſh Sion under thoſe 
great Calamities, as bemoaning her ſelf, 7he 
Lord hath forſaken me and my God hath forgot- 
ten me: And withall exhorts her to rejoyce, 
Sing, O ye Heavens, and be joyful 0 Earth, and 
break forth into ſinging, O Mountains ; for the 
Lord hath comforted bis People, and will have 
mercy upon his afflicted. And the Reaſon of this 
we have at the 2oth Ver. The Child en which 
thou ſhalt have, after thou haſt loſt the other, ſhall 
ſay again in thine Ears The place is too ſtrait 
for me; give plate to me, that I may dwell, Then 
ſhalt thou ſay in thine heart, Who hath begotten 
me theſe, jeeing I have loſt my Children, and am 
deſolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? And 
who hath brought up theſe? Behold, I was left 
alone theſe, where had they been? [hus ſaith the 
Lord God, Behold, I will lift up my hand to the 
Gentiles and ſet up iy flandard to the People; 
and they ſhall bring thy Sons in their arms, and 
| B thy 
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thy Daughters ſhall be carried upon their ſhoulders. 
And Kings ſhall be, &c. I ſay, this can belong # 
to none but the Chriſtian Church. E 
Though now the great Promiſe and Reward 
of the People of God, is not earthly Proſper» . 
ty, nor a Land of Canaan : The principal Ble. 
ſing intended Men by Chrittian Religion, being 
to ſave chem from their Sins, to procure them 
Pardon and Life everlaſting : Yer now the 
Kingdoms of the World being the Kingdoms 
of our Lord Chriſt, in a great meaſure : As 
the Croſs is cxalted above Imperial Crowns, 
ſo is the Church made Glorious and Flouriſh- 
ing, even ſometimes in the Eyes of the 
World | ö 3 4 
Likely there will be yet a further Accom- * 
pliſbment of thoſe lofty Expreſſions wherewith 1 
the Prophets deſcribed the 5 of the Church, of 
under Chriſt the Meſſiah. The Gentiles ſhall 1 
come to thy light, and Kings to the brightneſs of 1 
thy riſing. The whole Chapter throughout, '# 
Iſaiah 60. nothing can be more glorious, or 
more clearly expreſſive of the Enlargement of 
the Church, by. the preaching of the Goſpel. 
Whether thoſe Prophecics refer to the wiſh d 
for Converſion of the Jews, and coming in of 
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the fulneſs of the Gentiles, and more glorious 


prevaling of Chriſtianity in the Earth; or, to 


the Spiritual Bleſſings of the Goſpel; Chriſtian 
Purity, and Comfort, and Liberty: Or, to the 
Rewards of this bleſſed Profeſſion, the Glories 
and Bliſs of Heaven, for evermore : Whether 
theſe Prophecies refer to all, or any one of theſe, 
more particularly, certain it is that great Pri- 
vileges belong to the Chriſt ian Church, even in 
this Life. 

God hath ſpread it over the Face of the 
Earth, and made it ſubſiſt and to be glori- 
ous, either by the Protection of Princes, or, by 
the Zeal and Conſtancy of Martyrs and Con- 
feſſors. 

The Church is the Object of God's tender 
Love, and hath been the conſtant Care of his 
Providence: So our Prophet in this Chapter, 
ver. 15. Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the Son of 
her Womb Zea, they may forget, but I will not fo 
get thee. Behold, | have graven thee upon the 
Palms of my Hands, thy Walls are continually be- 
fore me. God writ his Word tor the Inſtructi- 
on, and ſent his Son into the World for the Re- 
demption of the Church: This World was 
B 2 made 
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made and is preſerved for the fake of it. The 
Favour of pious Princes 8 an Advantage to its 
outward Condition: But even the Crofs, when 
God permits it ſhould be affiifted, doth make 
it more pure and gives it eſtabliſhment. No 
St eite is woiſe than when the Church is under- 
min'd by falſe Friends, or aſſꝛulted rather by 
Craft thin open Violence. 

The Philoſophical Moderation of the Em- 
peroc Julian, who made Chriſtians contemptible 
and ridiculous, but would not ſhed their Blood, 
nor have them crown d with Martyrdom, was 
then counted a more dangerous and fore Per- 
ſecution, than the cruel Edicts of more bloody 
Princes. But whatever Aſſaults the Church of 
Chriſt ſhall undergo, it will be preſerved to the 
End, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it. 

By the Church here, I do not mean (as 
ſome of late are pleaſed to underſtand ) the 
Fndowments and Juriſdictions wherewith the 
Picty of our Chriſtian Anceſtors have provided 
tor the Meintenance and Reverence of the Go- 
ſpel Miniſters : Neither do I mean the Mini- 
ſters themſclves in oppoſition to the reſt of 
Chriſtian Profeſſors : But I mean the Faith and 
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Worſhip of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, declared 
and eſtabliſhed by Liturgies and open Confe(- 
ſions, and heartily embraced and aſſerted by 
Chriſtian Behevers. This takes in all that are 
truly Chriſtians, and not aſhanied to declare 
what they believe and after what manner they 
worſhip their God and Saviour. 

In every Nation profeſſing Chriſtianity, there 
are therefore publick Liturgies and Articles of 
Religion, which do not depend on the Gifts or 
the Humours of Men, and which ſecure the 
Chriſtian Doctrine and the Chriſtian Worſhip 
from doubtful Uncertaintics and Changes: So 
that wherever a Diſciple of our Saviour hap- 
pens to go, he may fee whether or no he can 
with a good Conſcience, joyn in the Duties of 
Religion with the Chriſtians of thoſe Countries. 
Accordingly our Church is here eſtabliſhed 
and modelled ; her Confeſſions of Faith are 
truly Primitive, and contain nothing but the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus : The Adminiſtration of 
Chriftian Sacraments, and the Prayers and 
Praifes offered to God in her publick Worſhip, 
are ſuch as all Chriſtians muſt approve, and all 
thoſe of the Reformed Churches abroad, do wil- 
lingly joyn with: The Members ot this Church, 

who 


— 


14 A Sermon on the Coronation- Day. 


n.. 


who heartily embrace and profeſs its Religion 
( reproached as they are ) are as good Chriſtians 
as any are in the World: I think they that de- 
ſpiſe and undermine this Church, are in a ſtate 


of Sin and Danger as to their Souls. But thoſe 


that are without, God judgeth ; my Prayer for 
them 1s, as St. Pauls for the Jews, That they may 
be ſaved 

Mean while, though the Clergy alone are not 
the Church, yet as they are Members of it, toge- 
ther with other Chriſt:ans, and as they are Ot 
ficers therein for the good of other Chriſtians, 
it is no ſign of any great regard, and love to 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, to have always a grudge 
againſt the Miniſters of it. An averſton to the 


Under Shepherds is hardly conſiſtent with good- 


will co the Flock and reycrence for the great 
Paſtor and Biſhop of our Souls. 

We have lived to ſee Men profeſſing the Go- 
fpcl, who acknowledge this, for a Chriſtian 
Church, yet make it a Name of reproach to be 
a high Church Man whether in truth or in pre- 
tence. Indeed, the aſſuming ſuch a Name, 
would be great Preſumption, for it implies no- 
thing but the being an excellent Chriſtian, truly 
concerned for the preſervation of our Chriſtian 

Eſtabliſh- 
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̃gſtabliſhment: But the making this a Name of 
Diſgrace, is a ſtrange Moderation. 
3 We have lived to ſce the Miniſters of our 
Church, accuſed to the People for giving too 
much to Ceſar: And accuſed to Ceſar, for not 
giving enough to him. What Zcal they have 
for Religion, who thus treat the Miniſters of it, 
it bchoves them to conſider The World ſhall 
paſs away and ſoon come to nothing, the Church 
of Chrift ſhall continue and triumph for ever: 
And happy they that are ſincere in its Commu— 
nion and heartily concerned for its Safety and: 
Advancement. It is what here the Prophet pro- 
miſeth the Rulers of the World ſhould be. As 
we are to conſider in the ſecond place. Hings 
ſhall be thy Nurſing Fathers, and their Queens thy 
Nurſing Mothers. 

Secondly, No doubt, by Kings and Queens are 
meant all Supreme Governors, whatever Name 
of Dignity or Power they may have. They are 
all equally oblig'd to fulfil this Divine Predicti- 
on, and all have had a ſhare in the Honour of 
= fo doing, at ſome time or other. As I ſaid be- 
fore, The Protection of Princes is one of thoſe 
* means made uſe of by Divine Providence tor the 
maintenance of the Church. 
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It pleaſed God that Perſecution and the Blood 
of Martyrs ſhould firſt propagate and root the 
Chriſtian Doctrine: But after Emperors embrac'd 
the ſame, own'd him for their Lord and Sove- 
reign whom they had perſecuted, and own'd his 
ignominious Croſs for the Badge of their Ho- 
nour ; then Chriſtianity ſtood on the uſual Eſta- 
bliſnment of Laws, and had the Support and De- 
fence of human Governments. 

And happy thoſe Princes that make uſe of 
their Authority to ſo good a purpoſe ! It is to 
them a much greater Honour, and will be a 
greater Happincts, to be Members and Protectors 
of the Church, than to 'be Heads and Governors 
of the largeſt Kingdoms. The uſing the power 
they have received trom above, to make him bc 
obcy'dand reyerencd who is the King of Kings; 
on whom they have the ſame abſolute Depen- 
dance as their meaneſt Subjects; by whom they 
ſhall be judg'd ; and from whoſe Hands they 
ſhall receive a Crown of immortal Glory, if 
they have been his humble and faithful Subjects, 
and the Defenders of his Church, I ſay, the 
uſing their Power and Intereſt in the World to 
this purpoſe, will prove more honourable and 
more beneficial, than all other Prerogatives an- 


nexed 
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by the ſtrongeſt Obligations, to pay an humble 
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nexed to their Crowns. Every Chriſtian is bound 


mage, and a moſt entire Subjection to the 
Lord Jeſus : To promote his Honour and the 
Welfare of his Church, here in the World, whom 


God hath exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, 


and to whom he hath given all Power, in Hea- 


ven and in Earth: This is the Duty, and will 
be the Happineſs of every Chriſtian, and Princes 
are altogether under the ſame Obligation. 


Wharever the fooliſh and prophane World 


accounts of it, it is no abaſement to the higheſt 


Monarchs, to make the Church flouriſh in their 
Dominions, and to defend and encourage Reli- 
gion. If, as we profeſs to believe, Religion be 


ſent down to us from Heaven, to exalt us to 


Heaven; Then to protect the fame, and to take 
care of them that miniſter to it, is no leſſening of 


the Authority and Greatneſs of the greateſt of 


Men, even of the higheſt Angels. 
The Kingdom of Chrift is not of this World, 


and the pay ing due ſubmiſſion to it, is no dimi- 
mation” of Sccular Powet 5 à Prince may make 
his, ſubſervient to the Good and the Safety of the 
C hurt h. wirhout ſtooping to Pontifical Chairs, or 
owning: any Superior th his Temporal Domi- 
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nions But Princes, thaf are Believers, that em- 


brace tho Goſpel, and expect a ſhare in the Bleſ- 
ſings and eternal Advantages of it, muſt needs 
be glad to promote its Advancement, by pro- 
viding Security and Eſtabliſhment to the Church, 
and by being Nurſing Fathers, or Nurſing Mothers 


* 


to the ſame. | 
And bleſſed be Divine Goodneſs, that in theſe 
evil Days of I: cligion, God is pleaſed ſo to viſit 
his People, and to raife up from time to time 
ſuch Rulers and Governors in the World, as arc 
indeed the Miniſters of God for Good to cyery 
true Chriftian ; the tender Nurſes and Defenders 
of the Church of Chriſt in their Dominions. 

I am perſuad-d in my Soul, that on this Day, 


we owe this Bleſſing to Heaven That the Queen 


our Sovereign, whom God hath now ſet over 
us, bath all uzaſe Qualifications and Graces that 
can make a Great Prince to be a great Bleſſing 
to his Pcople. Her Religion is the ſame we pro- 
feſs, and account the moſt Excellent. Her At- 
tendance on the Dutics of it, is truly Exemplary, 
Her Aﬀcttion to this Kingdom 1s derived from 
Nature, and ſtrengthned by the fame common 
Intereſt. If ſocial and religious Vertues, Piety 
towards God, Juſtice and good Nature to Men, 
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can recommend any Sovereign to the Love and 
Reverence of their People, the Queen hath a juſt 
Right to the utmoſt Love and Veneration that 
can be paid to any Prince. Indeed, I think, 
none upon Earth we could have choſe or deſired 
before her and I know not who from the dead. 
Whatever Reports have been ſpread amongſt 
the People, to Her diſadvantage, were malicious 
Fictions, proceeding from cvil Deſigns: And all 
that are not obnoxious to Juſtice, and Enemies 


to Peace, will ſoon be convinced by Her gentle 


and gracious Government that Her Subjects are 
bound to value and honour Her, as the beſt of 
Sovereigns. 

Let none fear Perſccution who peaceably fol 
low their Conſcience, though in a wrong way: 
The Queen is too ſincere a worthipper of God, 
to think religious Perſuaſions, or true Devotion, 
can be forc d. Let none that have wiſh'd or en- 
deavour'd She might never Reign, fear any Re- 
venge; The Queen may be hated, but hath a 
Soul too great, too good, to hate any Perſon: 
A Chriſtian ſo well approved, as She hath ever 


ewes Her felt, hath no Enemies, as Tertullian 
aid. 
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Whatever Diſſentions have hitherto been 
amongſt us, I hope now, none will be ſo perverſe, 
as to diſturb and oppoſe their own Happineſs: 
But that we ſhall all joyn, not in our Allegiance 
only, but alſo in our hearty Prayers for our 
Gractous Queen, and our due Obedience to. Her. 
I don't mean Paſſrve Obedience. Thoſe Days 
are over, and peaccable Men are not now called 
to Suffering: By Obedience I mean, ſubmiſſion 
to the Laws. 

If we would but ſtudy to imitate that Royal 
Vertue and Picty which now ſhines before us, 
and take a ſerious Care of our own Souls in the 
diſcharge of our ſcveral Duties; That would 
certainly heal all our Breaches and calm our 
angry Paſſions, and make us promote the com- 
mon Happineſs and Tranquillity of us all. 

Cod is the Centre of Union and Reſt: The 
Queen, who is a true Servant of God, leads us 
to him, by her Example. Let us now but be 
perſuaded to be in the Faſhion, to follow this 
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Royal Pattern, and we need no other Tyes for 
a happy Union; no penal Compulſions, or pri- 
vate Combinations for the reſtraining Vice and 
Prophaneſs, and making Vertue and Religion to 
flouriſh. * 
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Making but the ſame Allowance to the Queen, 
as we muſt to the beſt of Men, who, whilſt mor- 
tal, are never Impeccable, nor never Infallible, 


though they endeavour and intend never ſo 
well; bating that ſome who are not Adyanc'd, 


or who fall from their Exaltation, will be diſ- 


contented, and ſome Men will cry out Perſecu- 
tion, when they are reſtrain d from being hurt- 
ful to others; allowing for human Depravation, 


which can never be pleaſed, no not with. God 


himſelf, who is Goodneſs and Perfection, in the 
higheſt Degree: Making theſe Abatements, I 
believe there is this Day as much Joy, as well. 


grounded an Expectation of a happy Reign, 


as ever can be, I reflect upon no Princes that 
have gone before: Bur, I ſay, we have very 


great Reaſon to be joyful and thankful to God: 


And we may be as Happy as any People can be 


made, under a Gracious Government. 


I very ſeldom ſpeak of Princes or Politicks 


from this Place; allow me nbw, in regard of 


the Day, to exceed my uſual Mecaſorcs, and to 
ſpeak freely what I know, and what I with. 


J have 
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91. have had opportunity to now more of the 
Devotion and exemplary Goodneſs of our Graci- 
ous Sovereign than many here preſent: It is what 
recommends her to me : And I hope what will 
equally recommend Her to the Vencration and 
Love of all her People; To all, I am perſuaded, 
that have any ſerious Senſe of Religion, or any 
love to the Weltare of our Chriſtian Jeruſalem. 
With this I conclude what I would ſay on this 

Subject. 

Only will add, as our Prophet doth in-the 
cloſe of the Text, That whatever Protectors the * 
Church may have in this World, our chiefeſt 
Truſt for its Preſervation ought to be in the Di- 
vine Power and Promiſe. Princes themſelves, 
who, according to this Prophecy, are Nurſing 
Fathers and Nurſing Mothers to the Church, want 
the ſame Divine Aſſiſtance to guide and defend 
them: And they ſhall not be aſbamed that wait for 
the Lord. 
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May our Gracious Sovereign, Conquer by her : : 
eminent Goodneſs, all her Enemies, and make 
all her Subjects Happy, by making them truly © 
Religious and truly Chriſtian, May her Autho- © 
rity give Protection and Eſtabliſhment to the 
TY Church 
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Church of Chriſt. May her Government over 
theſe Kingdoms be long and proſperous ; and 
Princes born of Her, ſucceed therein for many 
Generations. And after She hath here reigned 
> over us, and with us been a Servant to our God, 
may ſhe Reign with him in Heaven: And may 
* we there alſo be exalted to the Glories of the 
> endleſs Kingdom: Through the Mercies of our God, 
the Merits of our Redeemer, and the Grace and 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt ; to whom Three Per- 
Ons and One God, bleſſed for evermore, be rendred - 
all Honour and Praiſe, now and always. Amen. 
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